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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to report on field research conducted twice last summer on the Thai “newhalf” (commonly referred to
as “ladyboy”) show, which has intermittently been performed for over 20 years at a hotel in a hot spring resort in Japan.
Additionally, the author presents prospects for future studies on Thailand’s kathoey (ladyboys) community. Through this
research, the author observed the unique intimacy between Thai newhalf performers and some enthusiastic Japanese fans of
the show, including local residents. Although such cases are likely rare and exceptional, these observations provided valuable
insights for a prospective ethnographic project. This future project seeks to examine and portray how and where Thai kathoey
meet and interact with Japanese people, contextualized within the historical backdrop of Japan-Thai relations since World
War II. Notably, the presence and experiences of kathoey in relation to Japanese individuals have been largely overlooked in
academic studies to date. Addressing this gap is the central objective for the author’s research.
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